
Hemlock Woolly Adelgid

What it is: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) is an invasive species that causes decline 
and mortality in Eastern Hemlock trees. HWA is a tiny insect that is only visible on the 
underside of hemlock branches during fall and winter because of a white wool-like 
covering on mature adults. 

Potential impacts: Once HWA is introduced into an area it eventually causes the loss 
of Eastern hemlock trees. Hemlocks are important riparian species that stabilize 
streambanks and keep water temperatures cool. The loss of this tree as a canopy and 
understory species will create holes that other species will fill. In the case of mixed 
forests, it is likely that other native species already present in the forest will fill in the gaps. 
But in forests comprised primarily of hemlock, native species may need to be planted to 
help prevent invasive species from filling in the holes. 

Where it is: HWA is widespread across the southern part of the Northeast, but has only 
been found in northern areas in the last few years. It has been found only in the Lake 
George area of the Lake Champlain Basin. They continue to manage and monitor the 
infestation but new areas with HWA are found every year. It is likely only a matter of time 
before HWA makes it to other parts of the basin. 

What you can do: HWA is spread through wind, birds and wildlife, and movement of 
materials including firewood. Help reduce the spread of HWA by not moving firewood. Do 
not purchase Hemlock nursery stock from invaded areas. Monitor your property for HWA 
during the winter. Report any sightings to iMapInvasives and the Adirondack Park 
Invasive Plant Program (APIPP). Create a management plan for how you will manage 
your property if HWA is introduced. 
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HWA covered in ‘wool’ 
during Fall/Winter. Note 
that in an area where HWA 
has just been introduced 
there may just be one or 
two insects on a branch.

See Site Assessment Summary and Site Map for how this applies to you.
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Emerald Ash Borer

What it is: Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an invasive insect that uses native ash trees as 
their host. Larvae feed on bark tissue, which girdles or chokes the tree and prevents the 
transportation of water and nutrients. Most ash trees die within in few years of being 
infested. EAB leave behind D-shaped exit holes in the bark and S-shaped larval 
galleries under the bark. Adult EAB are around a ½ inch long and are named for their 
metallic green wings.

Potential impacts: Ash are a common species throughout many of our forests. They 
are ecologically and commercially valuable species, providing food for birds and 
mammals, and lumber for flooring, furniture, and baskets. The loss of ash trees will 
change forest composition as well as impact the state economy. EAB has already killed 
millions of trees in the US and if this pest is not stopped, 99% of all ash trees in North 
America face eradication, though some may be developing resistance. 

Where it is: Emerald ash borer is found widely across the Lake Champlain Basin. EAB 
was first identified in the basin in 2020. Since then, it has continued to spread.

What you can do: Help reduce the spread of EAB by not moving firewood, ash 
nursery stock, or unprocessed ash logs. Monitor your property for EAB. Report any 
sightings to iMapInvasives. Create a plan for how you will manage your property if EAB 
is introduced. 

Adult emerald ash borer. S-shaped larval galleries found in the wood of ash 
trees under the bark.

See Site Assessment Summary and Site Map for how this applies to you.
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