
Lawn Management 
Slow it, spread it, soak it up! 
Capture, convey, and filter stormwater runoff

Basics:
There are simple steps you can take to increase the water 
retention capacity of your lawn areas and reduce stormwater 
runoff and harmful impacts to your stream or river. The first 
being to reduce your lawn area and minimize it to only areas 
you actively use – ‘mow-where-you-go’! Mow less for a ‘Low 
Mow’ lawn and let the grass grow taller – the roots grow 
deeper and can soak up more water, stabilize soil and reduce 
erosion, and preventing drying out in your lawn. Set your lawn 
mower blade to 3” or higher. Leave the grass clippings on the 
lawn for a natural fertilizer and soil builder, increasing the 
water retention capacity of the soil. Don’t use fertilizer on your 
lawn – it is unnecessary in most places and it is illegal to 
apply phosphorus in Vermont and New York on your lawn 
unless it is newly established or a soil test indicates low 
phosphorus levels. Don’t use herbicides on your lawn, the 
chemicals are harmful to water quality, wildlife, plants, and 
yourself! You can aerate your lawn with a pitchfork or lawn 
aerator to increase water holding capacity, reverse 
compaction, and deepen roots.

Benefits:
• Reduces runoff
• Prevents erosion
• Protects water quality

Minimize Lawns) Don’t Fertilize
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See Site Assessment Summary and Site Map for how this applies to you.
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Low-mow Meadow & Swale

Stream Wise  |  streamwisechamplain.org



Lawn Management 

To Do:
1. Minimize your lawn to only 

what you need, e.g. 
pathways, play and relaxation 
areas

2. Adopt sustainable lawn 
practices – it saves you time 
and money!

Further Information:
• The Lawn to Lake Collaborative has information on better 

mowing practices - Raise the Blade - and fertilizing 
practices - Don’t “P” on Your Lawn

• VTDEC Lake Wise Program Lake-friendly Yard 
Maintenance info sheet

• Lake George Association has guidance to Minimize the 
Size of Grass Lawns as well as other Do it Yourself Water 
Quality Practices

• The Vermont Guide to Stormwater Management for 
Homeowners and Small Businesses (2018) provides 
information on lawn management and other home 
maintenance practices that protect water quality (37-40).

Continued

Credit: LCBP Raise the Blade

Low-Mow Meadow
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See Site Assessment Summary and Site Map for how this applies to you.
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https://lawntolake.org/
http://lawntolake.wpengine.com/?page_id=13
http://lawntolake.wpengine.com/?page_id=14
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/documents/LakeWiseInfoSheet_LakeFriendlyYardMaintenance.pdf
https://www.lakegeorgeassociation.org/act-now/do-it-yourself-water-quality/minimize-size-grass-lawns
https://www.lakegeorgeassociation.org/act-now/do-it-yourself-water-quality
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/erp/docs/2018-06-14%20VT_Guide_to_Stormwater_for_Homeowners.pdf



