
Living with Beavers

Beavers are native species with a complex history in the area. Once sought after for 
their fur, their populations crashed, and they became almost extirpated from the area. 
Reintroduction of the species along with laws for their protection has helped beaver 
populations to flourish again. Today, some people find beavers to be a nuisance 
because of their disturbance to human infrastructure (i.e. landscaping, culverts). This 
has led many people to believe that beavers need to be removed from areas, but 
oftentimes that will neither solve the problem nor be beneficial to aquatic ecosystems. 
Beavers are known as a keystone species. This is because other species in the 
ecosystem depend on them to create a habitat where they can live. Other aquatic 
mammals, waterfowl, amphibians, fish, and insects all benefit from the habitat created 
by beavers. They can dramatically increase the biodiversity in an area.

While beavers provide many benefits to 
aquatic ecosystems, they can also cause 
problems for the people they live around. 
Removal of beavers oftentimes does not 
solve the problem as other beavers are 
likely to move into the area. Instead, there 
are things that residents can do to live 
alongside beavers. Cutting down trees 
around houses is one of their more 
frustrating qualities. This is something 
that is easy to combat by wrapping 
fencing, like galvanized welded wire, 
around the bottom 3 to 4 feet of your 
trees. The openings of this fencing should 
be no larger than 2 inches by 4 inches. 
Make sure to leave enough room around 
the tree so the beaver can’t reach through 
the fencing and so the tree has room to 
grow. Beavers will eat their preferred 
species first before moving on to others. 
Some of their preferred species include 
birch, cottonwood, poplar, aspen, alder, 
and willow. These could be prioritized for 
protection. When the preferred species 
are exhausted, they may return and move 
on to eating maple, beech, oak, and even 
conifer trees.

See Site Assessment Summary and Site Map for how this applies to you.
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