See Site Assessment Summary and Site Map for how this applies to you.

Manage Development
in the Buffer

Reduce development areas in the buffer,
Re-naturalize at least 90% of your buffer.

Benefits:

Prevents erosion
Protects streambank

Filters upland
stormwater runoff

Improves water quality

Recharges groundwater

Credit: Lake George Association
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Basics:

If you have more than 10% of your 30’(10m) / 50°(15m) buffer
that is not naturalized and is developed with impervious
surfaces (buildings, paved areas, some patios, etc.) or
pervious surfaces (lawn, vegetable or manicured gardens,
decks, some patios, etc.), you will need to reduce that area to
meet Stream Wise criteria. Or if you have development within
the Streamside Zone (within 15’ (5m) from mean high water
mark), you will have to remove it and re-naturalize the area.



See Site Assessment Summary and Site Map for how this applies to you.

Manage Development
in the Buffer

Continued
To Do: Further Information:
1. Remove or reduce * The Vermont DEC Lake Wise Program’s Shoreland Best
development in the buffer Management Practices info sheets provide a great
and re-naturalize the area, introduction to each type of stormwater practice and
See ‘No Mow’ Zones and information on how to implement them.
Plant a Diverse Native Buffer » Lake George Association’s Do it Yourself Water Quality:
2. Let it grow wild, but still A Guide to Property Management that Protects Lake
remove invasive species if George provides great visuals, background, and an
they start to grow to allow overview on how to improve buffer practices and improve
native species to take over. water quality
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https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-ponds/lakeshores-lake-wise/bmp
https://www.lakegeorgeassociation.org/act-now/do-it-yourself-water-quality



