See Site Assessment Summary and Site Map for how this applies to you.

Wetlands

Why are they so important?

Wetlands are some of the earth’s most productive
ecosystems. More plants and animals are found per acre in a
wetland than in any other type of environment. Many wildlife
species depend upon wetlands for all or a portion of their life
cycle. Wetlands are crucial for waterfowl nesting, fish
breeding, and migratory bird resting stops. In the Lake
Champlain Basin, wetlands are important landscape features
that provide beneficial services such as protecting and
improving water quality, providing unique habitat for many
wildlife species, and storing floodwaters after a snowmelt.
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Invasive Plants in Wetlands

The introduction of invasive species in wetlands
can be devastating for native wetland ecosystems.
Because management of invasive species in
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wetlands can be very difficult, it is important to

regularly monitor these habitats. This will help

What does this mean for buffer
management?

Wetlands are protected in New York
(Freshwater Wetlands Act, Adirondack
Park Agency Act), Vermont (\Wetlands
Program), and Quebec (An Act Respecting
the Conservation of Wetlands and Bodies
of Water).This means that uses and
management of wetlands are regulated,

identify any invasives as soon as they are
introduced and make management and eradication
of the species much easier. Some common
invasive species that invade wetlands are pictured:

such as building pathways, roads, or any Common Reed Grass Reed Canary Grass
other construction in a wetland, applying Phragmites australis Phalaris arundinacea

herbicides near a wetland, or any type of
alteration for drainage, excavation, or fill in
a wetland. Permits may be required for
certain management or uses that wouldn’t
be required for a forested buffer. Making
sure to understand the regional regulations

on wetlands is important to protect yourself Purple Loosestrife
and the wetland ecosystem. Lythrum salicaria
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Yellow lIris
Iris pseudacorus


https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/wetlands/freshwater-wetlands-program
https://apa.ny.gov/Documents/Flyers/FreshwaterWetlands.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/what/landowners-guide-wetlands
https://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-132-41-1.html



