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Stream Wise

How to Use the Social Media Post Template in Adobe Express
A Guide for Stream Wise Community Partners
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What You’ll Need

* An Adobe Express account (free) — sign up at express.adobe.com
+ The Stream Wise social media templates, shared with you by the Stream Wise team
* Your post caption, hashtags, and any local details you want to include

Step 1 — Get the Template
There are two ways to get a Stream Wise template — use whichever works best for you.
Option A: Use the Shared Template Link (Below)

e Log in to your Adobe Express account at express.adobe.com

¢ Open one of the template links shared below
o Click the link or copy and paste it into your browser to open it in the editor

Stream Wise 26 Social Media Template - Award Winners

Stream Wise 26 Social Media Template - Educational

Stream Wise 26 Social Media Template - Event
Stream Wise 26 Social Media Template - Fall Stream Buffer Checklist
Stream Wise 26 Social Media Template - General

Stream Wise 26 Social Media Template - Season Wrap Up

Stream Wise 26 Social Media Template - Winter Tips
Stream Wise 26 Social Media Template - Year End Stats

¢ Once the template opens, make a copy before making any changes — click File in the top
menu and choose Make a Copy, and do all of your editing in that copy. This keeps the
original template design unchanged for other Stream Wise partners to use.

Option B: Using Templates from pics.io
e Download the template from pic.io onto your computer (it will download as a PDF)
e Open Adobe Express and click the upload button, then select the file you just downloaded
¢ Adobe Express will convert the PDF into an editable file

¢ Once it's converted, your file is already your own editable copy — no need to duplicate it
again

Once your template is open and editable in Adobe Express — whichever option you used —
continue to Step 2 below to get familiar with the Layers panel, then Steps 3—-7 to customize your


https://new.express.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:3d407276-a6e7-4eb4-8c7f-140ec293ab52?pageId=ef961dcd-ddd7-4a59-bc18-c55e1faa47d5
https://new.express.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:e6477dcf-ee1b-43fb-acf5-26942749825e?category=search&pageId=5621be65-e058-498a-bce6-0640eb149fc9
https://new.express.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:dbfe5259-3941-52b0-98c2-0f592834f333?category=search&pageId=cd5307ac-a29b-46d9-902f-4c76b38d2814
https://new.express.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:ccce1e0b-0aa3-4986-934e-0e21937ccdd8?category=search&pageId=c1e90b2e-06f6-4444-a2c9-ac0eb0e18fc7
https://new.express.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:4a274759-37e1-4d34-ba6d-28a6715977bf?pageId=cd5307ac-a29b-46d9-902f-4c76b38d2814
https://new.express.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:aac24641-f209-48fa-9284-8e48547d4c55?category=search&pageId=05053326-1b51-43ab-a95c-06c8b4d2d257
https://new.express.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:b1784b0e-9913-4733-b96a-b2a2c4a0ac07?category=search&pageId=3ed744a0-d873-43ca-8751-84ea672a8791
https://new.express.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:23c16b3d-c049-4ed0-a188-69eab622de20?category=search&pageId=a2628b59-124a-4411-8c74-52f2550a706d

text (Step 3), swap in an image (Step 4), download your graphic (Step 5), grab the sample
caption (Step 6), and post it (Step 7).

Step 2 — Understand the Layers Panel

Adobe Express uses layers to organize the different elements of a design — text, images,
shapes, and backgrounds. Working with layers lets you edit one element without accidentally
moving or changing others.

To open the Layers panel:

e Layers should appear on the right side of your window showing all the elements in the
design, listed from top to bottom

How layers work:

* Elements at the top of the layers list appear in front of elements below them
» Click a layer to select that element on the canvas

What to edit vs. what to leave alone:

Feel free to edit:
+ Text/ caption layers
+ Photo / image layers
* Local region or event details

Please leave as-is:
+ Stream Wise logo
* Brand colors and fonts
* Layout and background

. Tip: If you accidentally move something, use Ctrl+Z (or Cmd+Z on Mac) to undo. You
can also lock the logo and background layers to protect them while you work by selecting
the layer and just above it click the 3 dots and choose “lock”

Step 3 — Customize the Text

¢ In the Layers panel, click the text layer you want to edit, or click directly on the text on the
canvas
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¢ Update the copy with your local details — such as your region, event, or specific message
o Keep the Stream Wise branding, colors, and fonts as-is

. Tip: Each template includes a sample caption on the last page — see Step 6 below.
Copy and paste it as your starting point, then adjust for your region or audience.

Step 4 — Add or Swap an Image (if needed)

e In the Layers panel, click the image layer to select it

¢ Click Replace in the toolbar above the template and upload a photo from your device, or
choose from Adobe Express’s free photo library

o Resize or reposition the image as needed by dragging the corners

. Tip: Landscape orientation works best for Facebook. Square works best for Instagram.
Local photos of streams, buffer plantings, or wildlife work great!

Step 5 — Download Your Graphic

e Click Download in the top right corner of Adobe Express
e Select PNG (best quality for social media)
e Save the file to your device

Step 6 — Find the Sample Caption

Each Stream Wise template includes an extra page at the end with a ready-to-use sample
caption. This page is part of the template but will not appear in your downloaded graphic — it’s
there just for reference.

To access it:
e Scroll to the last page of the template in the Adobe Express editor
e You'll find a pre-written caption with suggested text and hashtags
e Copy the caption text, paste it into your social media post, and customize as needed



AM 4,
& Z,
SR

&
a ©
7)) &

¢ Delete the caption page from your copy (right-click the page and choose Delete) so it isn’t
included in future downloads or edits

. Tip: Always include the core Stream Wise hashtags in your post: #StreamWise
#StreamWiseChamplain #LakeChamplain #StreamStewardship

Step 7 — Post It!

e Open your organization’s social media account (Facebook, Instagram, etc.)
e Create a new post and upload your downloaded graphic

o Paste your caption text and hashtags into the post

e Hit Publish — or schedule it if your platform supports that

Need Help?

Contact the Stream Wise team at greenleafholly@gmail.com or reach out to your regional
coordinator.

For general Adobe Express questions, visit: express.adobe.com/learn



